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Valga, Estonia, is a county seat in south centrzl Estonia, located on
the Estonia-Latvia border on the ugin line of the railroad running
between Tartu and Riga, Latvia. Valga is a very old city having been
officially:.established in 1584. The normalegauge railroad was begun
in 1889, the small gauge in 1896 and it is now important as a key
rail center. ' There was no public transportation in the city itself
with the exception of a few taxi cabs. The populaticn in 1934 was
10,832, composed primarily of Estonians. One of the oldest landmarks
is the classic style Lutheran Church on the corner of Kesk and Riia
Streets, which was built about 17J7. ’
heard that the southwest section of the city Ifad been alnost completely
destroyed, but how true this is I do nnt know.

I have lotated on a map /Available at the CIA

Map Librarﬂ the principal lendmarkr of Valga, the mumbers below corresponding

to those on the map: #

l. City Hall. Small, one=story, wocden building with perhaps
20-25 rooms. The roof went up to & point under which was
a large clock and the painted wording "Valga City Hall".
During the first Soviet occupation (June” 1940-July 1941)
the name was changed to “Executive Committee of City of
Valga". The original wording was replaced upon the de-
perture of the Soviets and the arrival of the Germans.

2. Lutheran Church. Although the doors remained open during
the first Soviet cccupation, people were afraid to attend
services. It-was used by the Communists for meetings and
the grounds surrounding the church were used for storing
hay and straw. Whether or not the interior was used for -
the same purpose I do not know.
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Custom House. -This small wooden building was located on the border. fThe
border consisted of a five-to six=foot ditch which could easily be crossed. -
During Estonian independence, one only needed his passport to cross into
Latvia while during both the Soviet  'nd German occupations no documents

‘Were necessary.’ .

”Estonian‘ Bank., Large sttShe building, érected in 1930, which ‘also ‘c‘:"cvmtained‘_ ‘
- 'a ‘branch office of the Estonian County Bank (for farmers). ' | I

Cooperative’ Bank.. “Two-‘o_r 'pog’sibly. thrégg-siory stone building conta iﬁihg
berhaps 20.rooms. . During -the ‘German occupation (1942-1944) it was' turned
into an Army hdspita..}. v AT B o

"Sade” Theatre.' This vas-a four-story. stone building, the largest . -
in Valga,. There was an Suditorium with a seating eapacity of 500 on the pround
floere . fhe floor was not siopec and was used for dances, meetings,

tice 4t had . a well- equipped stage, dressing rooms, ete.’ ilhe‘building

~ also housed the Bank of Valga as well as the Police Headquarters,. During the

first Soviet occupation; the hame vas_changed to "Valga Workers™,

County Governm

eiii:_Btiilding‘. ‘Bliilt‘j;n.l938 ‘qr‘,].93§‘ it was'a one;story; plaster
on brick building,. Lo e Lo T ‘

Valga Gymnasiun, Built in-1940"or 1941 this was & thrée~stoiy brick building
which had the largest gymnasitm in Valga and in addition had a rifie range
in the basement.

Orthodox Church.

Army District Headquarters. Largé, one-story wooden building, painted

yellow. It also had a garage and a stable for horses..
Catholic Church. ’

Monument to Lt. Kuperjanov, hero of the Independence War. It had a marble base
on top of which was a life-size statue of Kuperjanov. During the first
Soviet occupation the statue was removed and horses \{ere, ut tghgrﬁq on
the grass plot swrounding:hhd manssEEivalloblo e loan Ty:xn 18

e R - Salise °ThE mubers pALOYW CCrremionesl .
Postj._Office. A tvo-story stone or brick building, painted yellow. It
also housedthe telephone uffice and a library.. B

Home Guard Headquarters. ‘Large building containing a drill hall.

Stadium.

Hospital. Large, tWwo-story stone building with spacious grounds.

Rallread Station vwhich also contained the telengaph"office- Valga, as a key
rail center, had the following lines running into it .

»

Valga-Tallinn (through Tartu) - normal gauge.
Valga-Petseri (thrw@"vorq). 5. normal ‘gauge

Valga-Rujenaoisakula _ - =~ buall gauge
Valga-Riga (international route cn into Germany) - normal gauge
Valga-Gubena - small gauge
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' 184 Bome Eeonomics School forgirlsy L LT S

‘ Open air, city owned firewood market.
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Two, one-story brickl‘buﬂaings for the. na.ilroad vorkers.

: Brich Factory.

- Factory where railread tiea vera :meregnated w:.th coal tar

Gerden belonging to ‘the Sade Theatre’ eonbaining tables a.nd

benches and uaed as’a picnic réunds.

slaugh{:er hauée: ]
Priimetsa Cemetuy (public-)

Water tower for m.iiread, ta.Llest sf,ructuna in Valga.

{Puwer station. La'rge, three-stm'y brick building, wlth high chmney.

.‘M!e_e

= ca e ST

Public swimming pool on Pedeli Creek (kne’v\n‘1 as ‘.Kom;ao,je’, Creek by -

therpeople)

Orthedox Cemetery.

Rifle range for Home Guard..

'Vllél. Newspaper". One-story brick building During the first

Soviet-occupation, the name of the paper ‘was changed to "Valga
Communist". .

Apothecarﬂr. ) :

Valga Trade School.:.Addresss #6 Puiestee Street. One two- -story
brick building contained the shops (carpentry and mechn.nics) and
the other two-story wooden building the classyooms-.. -

"Rex" ‘movie house. ’

Red Cross hotel.

Hotel. Two=-story wooden building. During the German occupation
a first aid statiun was maintained on the first. f1loor.

Supply House-and recreation rooms for the German Army,
Publié School.

Elenenta.ry Sehool.

Public Dath House.

Fire Department.

Iwo-story stome building, used first by the Germans (19%1) as

headquarters of Field Police and later by District Commissar
(Gebietshomissar).
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‘ ' of government vehicles as well ac privately-owned automobiles.

Men's. Barber. shop.’

00050425-5
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Bfeﬁez'y; "A Le Cog™.  This was --branch of the main plant in Tallinn,

- where carbonated water end soft drinks were manufactured..

45, ‘
. renting trucks I belleve they-also maintained the Valge taxi service..

Pram a.hd Kiipssaa‘r" prii'ateiy“ owned transpdrt firm. in‘addition to’

Cé.f s
Men's. tailor. shop.

‘Lépik'D‘epax"*binent store ,'named for the owner. This was & four-story.
building slightly smaller: then.the “Sade" Theatre.:.'. . "
Cemetery . o N T . . A‘_“:v},_’-.‘\;:h:'

- Railroad reppir sta.i_:ipn.‘ ‘

City and County Hotor Vehicle Department’ iﬁéluding;ga.ragé for repair. ’
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